For God and Country

THE AMERICAN LEGION

Veterans Strengthening America

Post 151

www.posti51.org Westside Memorial Jun 2024

Next Meeting: Tues, 18 Jun, 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm at Benvenuto's, 2949 Triverton Pike,
Fitchburg. Please arrive by at least 6:15 pm.

THANKS TO ALL FOR A GREAT MEMORIAL DAY

We are grateful for all the individuals and community groups that volunteered time for our Sunset
Memory Gardens Memorial Day program to properly pay respect to our past generations of veter-
ans. This is part of our mission to honor those who came before us. This was a great example of
how our success as an American Legion post depends on participation across the family of Legion-
naires, SAL and Auxiliary members, as well as our community partners: UW Navy ROTC , Sunset
Memory Gardens staff, Bugles Across America, Wisconsin Printing, Boy Scout Troops 104 & 628,
TruStage Veterans Employee Group and Madison Spartans Youth Basketball Club.
Michael J. George, Post Commander

Post Officer Installation

At the June meeting, the following members will be installed as our 2025 post officers: Delbert Kol-
man as Commander; Chris Ogden as Adjutant; Mike George as 1st Vice; Joe Yogerst as 2nd Vice;
Kathy Still as 3rd Vice; John Schmelzer as Finance Officer.

ADJUTANT NOTES (Chris Ogden)

1. Two post members donated food to the VA pantry, which had such a big response they asked us to
send our donation to the Meadowood food pantry.

2. Our Memorial Day Volunteers who helped raise large flags were Jennifer, Joe, James, Mike, Chris, Ray
Boerke (from TruStage), Coach Stephen Blue and his eight young men and women from Madison
Spartans Youth Basketball group. Our rifle salute team members: Joe Yogerst, Calvin Tucker and myself.
Some of the program was filmed by Channel 3, which Jan has downloaded.

Thanks to: Boy Scout Troops 104 and 628, the TruStage Veterans Employee Resource Group, Post and
Auxiliary members, and friends of the post for installing 1,600 small flags at veterans’ gravesites.
Lowering and folding flags was a chore since we were short on volunteers, but we got it done.

3. The post has 90 paid members. We still have 5 members who are unpaid for 2024. We hope they
decide to keep their membership intact and help their fellow Vets in the process!

4. I took a work party to Camp American Legion 14-15 May to work on Dane County Cabin 5. This great
team made the work go fast. We will be going again in Oct (7 — 11th or 14 — 18th). We will need one
more capable volunteer. We have scraping and painting to do. Call me at (608) 256-5125 or email
cogden44@hotmail.com if you can join us.

5. Several of us attended the 3rd District Spring Conference in Fennimore 20 April. It was very
enlightening. We voted on a new slate of District Officers and heard from Legionnaires running for
Department offices at the Convention in Appleton 13 July.

I'm looking forward to seeing you at Benevento’s in Fitchburg for a fine dinner and meeting on 18 June.
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Contact Wisconsin’s Service Office for Help

The Legion Wisconsin Service Office is ready to help you in getting benefits
and care you deserve from the VA. The office lists the following items it helps
with: compensation, pension, appeals, education, vocational rehabilitation,
home loan guarantee, death benefits, records, awards and decorations, dis-
charge upgrades. Its experts work with the county Veteran’s Service Officers
to process claims and represent veterans. Contact info: (414) 902-5722

VA Regional Office

5400 W National Ave. RM#164

Milwaukee, WI 53214

Auxiliary Emergency Fund Helps Members

The Auxiliary Emergency Fund (AEF) helps eligible auxiliary members who
have experienced a hardship or disaster. AEF provides financial help to auxil-
iary members who face significant financial stress due to a natural disaster or
personal / family crisis. It was started in 1969 through an estate bequest
from Wisconsin Auxiliary member Helen Colby Small of Burlington, WI. For
more information, to donate or to make application visit https://www.legion-
aux.org/AEF .

Su Timmerman, President, (608) 513-8675, stimmerman@charter.net

POST 151 OFFICERS:

Commander: Mike George (608) 577-5662, mjgeorge@reagan.com

Adjutant: Chris Ogden (608) 256-5125, cogden44@hotmail.com
1st Vice: Delbert Kolman  (608) 238-9428, Delbert.kolman@att.net
2nd Vice: Parkis Waterbury (920) 394-3865, parkisw@gmail.com
3rd Vice: Joe Yogerst jyogerst@gmail.com

Finance Officer: John Schmelzer
Chaplain: Jim Sawchuk

SAL 151 SQUADRON OFFICERS:

(608) 843-3763, bstorytown@yahoo.com
(608) 256-5125, ckogden898@gmail.com

maggieschmelzer@gmail.com
james.r.sawchuk@gmail.com

Commander: Jeff Butler
Adjutant: Chris Ogden

VETERAN SUPPORT

Veterans Crisis Hotline: Dial 988 then press 1 or text 838255
Peer Support and Resources: www.activeheroes.org

Dane County Veterans Service Office: (608) 266-4158

American Legion Wisconsin website: www.wilegion.org

Online Membership Renewal: www.legion.org (click ‘Renew’-upper right)

Upcoming Events
Jun 14: Army Birthday

Jun 14: Flag Day

Jun 18: Post 151 Mtg.
(Officer Installation)

No Post 151 Mtq. in Jul

Jul 4: Independence
Day

Jul 13: Dept. of Wisc.
Annual Conference

No Post 151 Mtq. in Aug

Aug 4: Coast Guard
Birthday

Sep 17: Post 151 Mtg.

Membership

We have 90 paid members
toward our goal of 102.
We have 7 not renewed
and need about 10 new
members.

Renew at www.legion.org.

The 2025 Member Year
starts July 2024!

eoo Veterans

DIAL 988 then PRESS @

CrisisLine



