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Veterans Strengthening America

Post 151

www.posti51.org Westside Memorial September 2022

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, Sep 20, 6:30 pm to 7:15 pm

Benvenuto’s, 2949 Triverton Pike Dr., Fitchburg; Please arrive by 6:15 pm.

TOGETHER WE'LL REACH OUR POST MEMBERSHIP GOAL of 106

We are in a new membership year so we must renew ALL current members, and recruit about 12
new members. Let’s all do our part to reach and even surpass our goal of 106 members. If you
have not yet renewed for 2023, please do it now. Go to Legion.org and click on the red “"Renew”
button in the upper right corner of the screen. Then invite your fellow veterans to join Post 151.
Our Legion strength is based in numbers—stronger together. See Adjutant Chris Ogden’s #9
note below to see what we can do together as America’s largest veterans service organization. I
encourage you to ask the veterans you know and meet to join us in our vital mission.

Michael J. George, Post Commander

ADJUTANT NOTES (Chris Ogden)

1. At our 21 Jun meeting, District Chaplain Joe Hodgson, a good friend of the post, installed officers.

2. To save money, we changed insurance agents and policies, led by our Finance Officer, John Schmelzer.
He found a new agency and saved us over $250 / year which can be spent on Veterans. Thanks, John!

3. Badger Honor Flights are scheduled 17 Sep, 11 Oct, and 19 Oct. Access the Badger Honor Flight
website to fill out an application;

4. Longtime member of your post, Don White, passed away 21 Jul. Don was also my neighbor and
friend. I visited him just prior to his passing and shared our prayers and best wishes with him;

5. CDR Mike George, Gary Kaiser and I attended the State Legion Convention in Green Bay, 16 Jul;

6. The Bill Butler Essay Contestis entering its first year. Eighth graders at Cherokee and Wingra Middle
Schools will be the contestants;

7. The Celebration of Freedom will be 9--10 Sep at the Veterans Memorial Field in Portage. The traveling
WWII Memorial, live music, children's’ activities, chili cook-off, and beer garden are part of the
celebration. Go to wilegion.org/celebration of freedom for further information;

8. The post is looking into sponsoring a Legion ball team—more information soon;

9. What does the Legion do? It constructively helped to pass the PACT Act that expands VA health care
and benefits for vets exposed to burn pits and other toxins. If you served in Afghanistan or Iraq this is
vitally important to you and those veterans you served with;

10. Poppy Funds: The post raised $1,395 at Woodman'’s plus the money the post and Auxiliary members
sent in by mail. Post volunteers were Mike, Delbert, John, Gary, Parkis. Thank you all! Funds to be used
by our Auxiliary to help Veterans;

11. Donating Blood: If you donate red blood or platelets report your donation to me. It is included in our
year end report to National. That information is used in their report to Congress.
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Attend Celebration of Freedom, 9-11 Sept!

The 4th Annual Celebration of Freedom will be held 9-11 Sep 2022 at Columbia
County Fairgrounds, Portage, WI. In the first 3 years, this statewide community event
has raised over $70,000 for Legion Wisconsin Programs. What can we do with
$70,0007? It could sponsor over 140 Veterans to Camp, help thousands of Veterans
and their families meet financial needs, send 54 Legion All-Stars each year to play at
American Family Field or send over 200 boys to Badger Boys State. This is a state-
wide Legion Family community event featuring a WWII Traveling Memorial, live en-
tertainment by Best Practice, Road Trip and Drew Henderson, food and drink, an
adult softball tournament and more. — Source: wilegion.org

For more information visit: https://wilegion.org/celebration-of-freedom/

Auxiliary: Membership Renewals

It's member renewal time for the Auxiliary. Current members can go online to https://
member.legion-aux.org/renew and login to access your My Auxiliary account and then click the
‘Pay Dues’ button on your profile. If you do not have an account, click the login button and
choose ‘Create Account’ to get started. You can pay with a VISA or Mastercard credit/debit
card online. Or, pay by phone by calling National HQs at (317) 569-4570 with your member ID
ready. Hours are Monday-Friday, 8AM-4:30PM EST. Or, use your renewal notice that you get
in the mail to send a check to: American Legion Post 151 (ATTN: Auxiliary), P.O Box 44702,
Madison, WI 53744. Please make checks payable to “*American Legion Auxiliary”. Renewal no-
tices are mailed to members in mid-September and early February each year.

— Su Timmerman, Auxiliary President (608)-513-8675

POST 151 OFFICERS:

Commander: Mike George (608) 577-5662, mjgeorge@reagan.com

Adjutant: Chris Ogden (608) 256-5125, ckogden898@gmail.com
1st Vice: Delbert Kolman  (608) 238-9428, Delbert.kolman@att.net
2nd Vice: Parkis Waterbury (920) 394-3865, parkisw@gmail.com
3rd Vice: Dale Arey (608) 228-3175, dalerdol@yahoo.com

Finance Officer: John Schmelzer
Chaplain: Jim Sawchuk

SAL 151 SQUADRON OFFICERS:

(608) 843-3763,
(608) 256-5125,

maggieschmelzer@gmail.com
james.r.sawchuk@gmail.com

bstorytown@yahoo.com
ckogden898@gmail.com

Commander: Jeff Butler
Adjutant: Chris Ogden

VETERAN SUPPORT

Veterans Crisis Hotline: 1-800 273-8255 press 1 or text 838255
Peer Support and Resources: www.activeheroes.org

Dane County Veterans Service Office: (608) 266-4158
American Legion Wisconsin website: www.wilegion.org

Online Membership Renewal: www.legion.org

Upcoming Events

Sep 9-11: Celebration of
Freedom, Portage

Sep 20: Post 151 Mtg.

Oct 14-15: Dept. of Wis.
Fall Meetings

Oct 18: Post 151 Mtg.

Oct 22: 3rd District Fall
Conference

Nov 11: Veterans Day
Nov 15: Post 151 Mtg.
No Post 151 Mtg.in Dec

Jan 13-16: Ice Fishing at
Camp American Legion,
Sponsored by WI Hero
Outdoors

Renew Your
Membership Now

for 2023

Don’t wait to renew
your membership.
Our post goal is to
be at 60% renewed
by end of Sep. As of
31 Aug we are at
35%. So, renew now!

Renew at legion.org,
or call an officer if
you need help.



