
 
 

               
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, Apr 18, 6:30 pm to 7:15 pm 

 
Benvenuto’s, 2949 Triverton Pike Dr., Fitchburg; Please arrive by 6:15 pm.   
 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS AND MEMORIAL DAY PREP   
 
April and May are some of our busiest months. This next meeting is an opportunity for members to make 
nominations for all officer positions (see Adjutant Notes below), and we will start preparing our annual 
Memorial Day program at Sunset Memory Gardens.  I encourage you to get involved in both efforts.  
First, Post 151 has a great mission that needs the help of every member, so please consider serving as 
one of our officers. Next, we will need several volunteers from across our Legion family — Legionnaires, 
Auxiliary members and SAL members — to help prepare and execute our Memorial Day event: 1) 
Volunteers to place small flags graveside afternoon of 25 May; 2) Volunteers to place large flags morning 
of 29 May; 3) Volunteers to take down large flags following the 29 May program. Also, please consider 
helping the Auxiliary distribute poppies this season.  Contact me or the Adjutant, Chris Ogden, for more 
info about volunteering, or about duties of the officers.   
         Michael J. George, Post Commander 
           

ADJUTANT NOTES (Chris Ogden) 
 
 
1. We will have nominations for new officers at our upcoming meeting.  Thinking about doing more?  
Enter your name at our 18 Apr meeting. We will also accept nominations from the floor on 16 May for the 
following positions:  Commander, Adjutant, Finance Officer, 1st Vice Commander, 2nd Vice Commander, 
and 3rd Vice Commander. These are one-year positions.  The 16 May meeting is the election meeting. 
 
2. We are preparing our list of BSA troops to help with the small flag program at Sunset Memory Gardens. 
We will need you, the Post members, to help with these programs. 
 
3. On 3 May  the post will present six awards to Naval ROTC candidates—3 scholastic and 3 military 
excellence awards.  Our participation in this program was started by the late Bill Butler and is a way to 
honor military students. 
 
4. We still have a few Post members’ dues needed so Mike can claim 100% membership. 
 
5. Commander Mike and I were both on vacation for our 21 Mar meeting.  Delbert ably managed the 
meeting.  Jason Ballew from the Boy Scouts was there.  He updated our crew on how the Scouts are 
doing – thriving!  Delbert presented our annual donation to Glaciers Edge Boy Scouts.  Everyone enjoyed 
another great Benevento’s meal.  The service was excellent.   
 
6. Post 151 will sponsor two candidates for Badger Girls State and two candidates for Badger Boys State.  
These candidates are selected as top students from Memorial High School.  This will be the 80th session 
of Badger Boys State. 
 
See you at the 18 April meeting --the food and service are great here! 
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“Be-The-One” Supports Mental Health        
 
According to the National PTSD Center 7 % of veterans struggle with post-
traumatic stress at some point in life. And, unfortunately, it is estimated that 
17 to 22 veterans die by suicide every day. The American Legion has taken a leading 
role in helping veterans get mental help support through the   “Be the One” cam-
paign.  This program aims to help eliminate stigma related to mental health treat-
ment, and in turn, lower the number of veteran suicides.  It also supports ways vet-
erans can receive peer-to-peer support and resources.  If you or a fellow veteran are 
struggling and experiencing self-harm behaviors and thoughts there is help.  For im-
mediate help in dealing with a suicidal crisis, contact the Veterans Crisis Line: Dial 
988 then Press 1, or text 838255.  This crisis line operates 24/7, providing confiden-
tial crisis support for Veterans and their loved ones.  
 

 
Auxiliary: Poppy Season Starts! 

 
We are gearing up to start our poppy distribution. The Auxiliary will need help in dis-
tributing hundreds of poppies throughout our communities.  Please help in this effort 
by volunteering a day or two—an hour or two. Funds raised go to our vital support 
mission.  Please contact me and I will get you everything you need to assist.  
    — Su Timmerman, Auxiliary President (608) 513-8675 
 
POST 151 OFFICERS: 
 
Commander: Mike George      (608) 577-5662,  mjgeorge@reagan.com  
Adjutant:   Chris Ogden         (608) 256-5125,   ckogden898@gmail.com 
1st Vice:    Delbert Kolman     (608) 238-9428,   Delbert.kolman@att.net 
2nd Vice:   Parkis Waterbury   (920) 394-3865,   parkisw@gmail.com 
3rd Vice:    Dale Arey             (608) 228-3175,   dalerdo1@yahoo.com 
Finance Officer: John Schmelzer                       maggieschmelzer@gmail.com 
Chaplain: Jim Sawchuk                                    james.r.sawchuk@gmail.com 
 
SAL 151 SQUADRON OFFICERS: 
 
Commander: Jeff Butler         (608) 843-3763,   bstorytown@yahoo.com 
Adjutant: Chris Ogden           (608) 256-5125,   ckogden898@gmail.com 
 
VETERAN SUPPORT 
 
Veterans Crisis Hotline: Dial 988 then press 1 or text 838255 
Peer Support and Resources: www.activeheroes.org 
Dane County Veterans Service Office: (608) 266-4158 
American Legion Wisconsin website: www.wilegion.org 
Online Membership Renewal: www.legion.org 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Apr 18: Post 151 Mtg. 
(Officer Nominations) 

May 16: Post 151 Mtg. 
(Officer Election) 

May 25: Post 151 Volun-
teers Place Small Flags 
at Sunset Memory Gar-
dens  

May 26: National Poppy 
Day  

May 29: Memorial Day 
Program — Sunset 
Memory Gardens 

Membership     
 
Post 151 currently 
has 89 paid mem-
bers of the 106 goal. 
Thanks to all who 
renewed. We need 
new members, so 
ask a vet to join. 
 
Renew at legion.org, 
or call an officer if 
you need help. 
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